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Name your redistricting experts!

by Jimmy Vielkind

February 28, 2012

SOMEWHERE NEAR YONKERS — I’m heading down to a federal court hearing in Brooklyn where a magistrate will decide whether and how the judiciary should become involved in New York’s redistricting process.

Per an order issued last week, Magistrate Roanne Mann has requested all the parties in this case — the voters who brought suit, led by Mark Favors, state legislative leaders who control redistricting task force LATFOR and Gov Andrew Cuomo — name experts who could potentially become the special master(s) who get the redistricting pen.

Here are some of the names they’ve floated, per letters filed in the court docket.

    – Nathaniel Persily. This guy gets a lot of love. A professor at Columbia Law School, he was recommended by Cuomo, defendant Mark Favors and Senate Democrats. They write: “Professor Persily is a leading expert in the use of Maptitude for Redistricting software and the development of electoral maps. He served as special master for the Connecticut State Supreme Court for 2011-12 congressional redistricting. In 2002, he was selected as an expert to assist the federal court special masters in New York and Georgia in Rodriguez v. Pataki, No. 02 Civ. 618 (RMB) (S.D.N.Y.), and Larios v. Cox, No. 1:03-CV-693-CAP (N.D. Ga.). He has also served as an expert for the Maryland Court of Appeals.”

    – Lisa Handley, a consultant based in Maryland. She was recommended by Cuomo and the Senate Dems. Again, they write: “Dr. Lisa Handley is a leading expert in the areas of racial voting analysis and compliance with Voting Rights Act. Dr. Handley’s extensive experience includes several assignments in New York: She has provided expert assistance to or been retained by the New York State Assembly, New York City Council Redistricting Commission, New York City Charter Revision Commission, and Nassau County Redistricting Advisory Commission.”

Cuomo also recommended Prof. Michael McDonald of George Mason University, who was involved in an effort that got college students to draw lines.

Senate Democrats recommended Bruce Cain, a Washington-based political science professor for the University of California and Bernard Grofman, another UC political science professor.

Favors’ team also recommended Richard Niemi, a professor at the University of Rochester who is the author of “Measuring Compactness and the Role of a Compactness Standard in a Test for Partisan and Racial Gerrymandering.”

Senate Republicans named Katharine Butler, of the University of South Carolina Law School and Thomas Hofeller, whose title was not given but who has a Republican National Committee e-mail address.
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